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Education as a Right





Legal & Normative Frameworks
International 
Å International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

(ICESCR)-Article 28 & 29

Å The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

Regional
ÅThe African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC). 

Article 1

ÅAfrican Commission on the Human and Peoples Rights (ACHPR) 

National

ÅConstitutions 

ÅEducation Acts 

ÅPolicies to regulate private actors: Case (Kenya) APBET policy 2009; 

APBET Registration Guidelines 2015 

ÅPublic Private Partnerships legislation



Privatisation of Education

Drivers of Privatisation

ÅGovernment Failure to provide public education e.g. lack of schools, poor 
resourcing and declining quality

ÅExcess demand-Limited supply: a communityós response to school scarcity.

ÅAusterity measures and cost sharing, e.g Limited budget for development
ÅReduced public expenditure on education 

ÅFavourable Policy in support of increased private sector involvement.  

ÅRegulatory weakness/ vacuum 

ÅGlobal education reform movement (GERM)

- Neo-liberal agenda (Enhanced parental choice; Increased standardisation; 
Diminished state involvement; Diminished labour; increased competition; test 
based accountability; performance related rewards)

- Disruption and Edu-preneurs / social enterprise/ technology and innovation.



Forms of privatisation



Forms of privatisation



Privatisation as a Threat/Impact

ÅSchool fees even when considered relatively low, is often unaffordable 
for a large section of the population. Parents forego basic needs to 
take children to school

ÅVarious research studies have shown that Low-Cost private schools 
Provide sub-standard education. Of low quality

ÅFor profit making

ÅDo not meet national minimum standards of education. Countries 
without policies to regulate this

ÅStakeholder involvement is non-existent



Privatisation as a Threat/Impact

Å The growth of private schools in creates and deepens inequalities

Å Issues of Transparency and Accountability: Sponsorships & Funding

Å Co-curricular activities are non-existent

Å Labour conditions for teachers: poor working conditions; share 
washrooms with students; No staffroom; low wages; unfair 
termination

Å Most operate illegally

Å Safety

Å Infrastructure












